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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Our fchemctf to plan, by this world or the next, 
Is the fble cUfTrence between wife and fool* 

Yojjng. 



A HE following Letters were, moft 
of them, written originally for the in- 
itru&ion and amufement of a young 
female friend, without the moft dif- 
tant view to publication. Some cir- 
cumstances have fince occurred which 
Tendered it expedient for me to pub- 
lifli them; and I have to fay, with 
grateful pleafure, that the counte- 
nance 



nafcce nxi&fapport of thtfkifKl friends, 
who hAV£ honoured nie with their 
fabferiptiom, have greatly exceeded 
/ny expe&atkms; and fhcmld the fen- 
timent« Ctmtained in thefe pages meet 
the approbation of the Good and 
Wife, I fhall experience an inward 
fatisfa&ion th^ moil delightful and 
rritfft firicere. 

Should any of my youthful readers, 
who might not probably before have 
confidered the importance of the fub- 
je&s of thefe letters, be convinced on 
reading them, that the enjoyment of 
pleafure without alloy, depends on 
their being virtuous; — that beauty 
wants its faireft ornaments, when 

unaccon 



uiaaccoiiipftraiedfbjf piety a|^4Ucre- 
tion;— that afr accompliihments ap> 
pear more charming whei* g**qed by . 
homiHt)r;^-that the- greateft adva&-r 
tage^ attendant on fortune^ rank, and 
pawer, arc die delightful ones of 
pra&ifing the dictates of juftice,. cha- 
rity, and geherofityj--rthat Religion, 
fo far from depriving them of happi- 
nefa, is the only certain road that can 
poffibly lead them to it;— I fhaH have 
reafon to blefs the hour when I ven- 
tured to commence author. 

Bath, Oft- 22, 1795. 
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LETTER I. 



OK READING NOVELS: 



fcejeft that vulgar error, which appears 
So fair, of making perfect characters i 
There's no fnch thing in nature, and you'll draW 
A ftflMefs monfler which the wor)4 ne'er fcw> 

Date 0/ Buckingham** EJfay on. Pcetff. 



aOU tell me, my dear Delia, you 
have been reading a novel, in which 
the charafter of a Clergyman pleafes 
you fo much, that you fhould have 
no objeftion to become a wife to fuch 
a man. You theji proceed to give 
the writer's defcription of the gentle- 
man.-— . 

b «To 



2 ON READING NOVELS. 

" To do Mr. M. juftice, he has, 
with the becoming gravity of his pro- 
feffion, the politenefs and fpirit of the 
foldier; the fenfeof the ftudentj the 
eafe of the man of fafliion; the utmoft 
livelinefs of wit, with the trueft good- 
nature; to which are joihed the cha- 
rity and religion of a Chriftian, with a 
benevolence of heart, that will ever 
procure him acceptance in the next 
world, as it does happinefs in this. 
He is too good to be proud, and too 
humble to be vafos and though poor, 
too generous to be mean." 

This, my young friend, is a perfeft 
charafter; and as perfe&ion is not 
the lot of mortality, you muft not ex? 
pe£t your fwain to pofTefs thofe good 
qualities, without allowing him to be , 

fubjeft 



ON READING NOVELS. 3 

fubjeft to fome peculiarities of tem- 
per, feme trifling infirmities and little 
defe&s, which all men are more or 
lefs fubjeft to. If he is too good a 
, chriftian to be vain or proud, yet you 
muft fometimes expeft him to be 
peevifh, perhaps fretful, or even paf- 
fionate; but, then, his innate princi- 
ples and natural goodnefs of heart 
will not permit him, even in his mod 
unpleafing humours, to draw a tear 
from the eye of a dependant, a figh 
from the bofom of an obliged friend, 
or even an ungenerous enemy; be- 
caufe he will endeavour to rife fupe- 
rior to the pleafure of retaliation; for 
as he feels himfelf too humble to be 
proud, he is likewife too compaflion- 
*te to give pain; as he cannot defceifd 
b 2 to 



<4 ON READING HOVELS. 

to be mean, he may fometimes forget 
to be difcxeet, and in disapproving 
•the improper conduft of a fuperior, 
may lofe a patron; yet he will find 
matter of content in fuch a difap- 
pointment, as his heart would not 
fuffer him to receive an obligation 
from any one whom he could not 
with fincerity efteem. In a word: 
confiftent with the frailty of man, 
he may have his humours, void of ill- 
nature; he may infringe fometimes 
on the xules of prudence, but at the 
fame time be a practical profeffor ol 
refititude ; he may be humble, and ye 
.too proud to flatter or approve wh 
Iris feelings tell him is wrong, and 
too great a fpirit to treat with 
moft trifling difrefpeft any on 
^as been able to oblige. 7 



ON READING NOVELS. £ 

I was rather furprifed to hear you* 
had been reading a novel, having 
beard you exprefs a diflike to the ten- 
dency of fuch kind of books; but 
having in one of them feen and ad- 
Hiired the character juft mentioned, I 
think k neceflary to warn you againft 
fcppofingit poffible for any clerical 
youth you know to arrive at fuch 
a degree of perfeftion; and this I fhali 
hope to do effe&ually, by the follow- 
ing account of a lady, who is now tux 
mre; whofe ftory being read, may 
he more efficacious in pointing out 
the abfurdity of fuch an idea, than 
probably arty argument I can advance. 

Maria was the daughter of ar 
clergyman, who indulged her in the 
jporchafe of every book that v*as pub* 

lifhed. 



ON READING NOVELS. 

|uhed. Rickardfotfs Novels were a- 
long the number; and being particu- 
larly pleafed with Sir Charles Grandifon> 
fhe had determined, before fhe was 
eighteen, not to marry any man who 
did not refemble him: having a plea- 
fing perfon, poffefling a good under- 
ftanding improved by a genteel educa* 
tion, and being an only child, fhe at- 
tra&ed the notice of feveral gentle- 
men, but none of them anfwered her 
idiea of Sir Charles, and they were aU 
refufed. Year after year paffed away 
and Maria had not yet met with fuc* 
lover as her romantic imaginatior 
reprefented as abfolutely nece' 
render her happy in the r 
Hate. When fhe was fome y 
thirty, her father died 5 an 
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lived long enough to fpend a good 
part of his income, Maria found her 
little fortune inadequate to a com- 
fortable fubfiftence, and applied to a 
lady who lived in the neighbourhood 
to live with her as a companion. 

Poor Maria found this fituation 
little better than flavery; for as the 
lady was very ignorant with refpeft 
to v literary acquirements, fhe never 
dared to converfe on fuch fubjefts; 
her mornings were paffed in con- 
triving drefTes, to make 'her anti- 
quated ladyfhip appear to the greateft 
advantage; and her evenings in cards 
at home, or parties abroad. Such a 
life was too unpleafant for Maria 
long to continue in; and quitting lady 
Grumpus, fhe went to live with Mrs. 

Pettifh, 
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Pettifli, as governefs to her children; 
but the badnefs of the mother's tem- 
per, joined to the frequent imperti- 
nence of the daughters, (on her being 
an old maid) rendered this fituation 
more insupportable than the former. 
Time had now faded the rofes on her 
once blooming cheeks, difappoint- 
ment and mortification had changed 
her temper, and in her fortieth year 
fhe retired to her native village, made 
the cottage of an old domeftic of her 
father's her habitation, and there end-; 
ed her days in obfcurky and difcon- 
tentj continually repining at her paft 
folly in rejefting feveral worthy men* 
one of whom £he might have been 
happy with in the marriage ftate. 

Thu* 
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Thus far is flie hiftofy of Maria: 
and I doubt whether her cafe be a 
Angular one. Many fenfible parents 
intirely difapprove of young people's 
reading novels; others are fo fond of 
that fort of reading themfelves, that 
they permit their children to read 
. fcarcely any other books. In my opi- 
nion, young women fhould read a no- 
vel only as a temporary amufement, 
not to feek examples for their own 
condii£ through life; therefore thofe 
whofe fituations are in towns or cities, 
(where they are fometimes permitted ' 
to partake of rational diverfions) 
Should make choice of fuch authors 
tt will teach them to be religious, 
Patient, benevolent, and induftrious* 
and if any book fhould be published 

that 
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that will tend to inculcate thefe qua- 
lities in the youthful mind, I humbly 
conceive they cannot be lefs inftruc- 
tive, if interfperfed with matjter of 
amufement; but as a late fenfible 
writer has given her fentiments on 
this fubjeft fo intirely accordant with 
my own, I fliall tranfcribt? them for 
yourperufal: 

" The prefent rage for novels, (fays 
this fenfible writer) and your parti 
cular application to me, lead m 
to make remarks upon the gener 
efFe£ts that may arife from the fi 
quent perufal of thefe publicatio 
There are books of this defcript 
which deferve the higheft comn 
dation; and when we meet with 
rafters ftruggling with magnam 
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under complicated diftreffes, we may 
be led to think that they are exam- 
ples worthy imitation; but whether 
thefe details are conducive to the ad- 
vantage of the two fexes, or not, 
ought to be fully inveftigated, as the 
characters ftiould be, in many parti- 
culars, totally diflimilar. Hence it 
follows, that what is beneficial to one 
fex, may be detrimental to the other; 
and this obvious conclufion will affift 
in folving the queftion concerning the 
advantage or difadvantage of novels 
towards forming the youthful and un- 
experienced mind. I am of opinion 
that it is very defirable for a young 
man to form an attachment to a vir- 
tuous woman. Such a paffion calls 
forth the nobleft feelings, raifes in his 

mind 
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mind an emulation to make himfelf 
worthy of the beloved objeft, and is 
often the means of inducing him to 
apply with increafed diligence to any 
particular profeffion, bufinefs, or fci- 
ence, which may pronlote his fuccefs 
ia life. Every fort of reading, there- 
fore, which awakens the feelings of 
virtuous love in his breaft, may fafely 
and prudently be encouraged. Bu' 
when I confider a girl, who is nearl- 
entering into life with a fufceptibl 
heart, inftead of recommending h 
vels in general to her perufal, I wor 
ftrongly difluade her from readf 
diem. Women's fituations are * 
delicate; their inclinations, wl 
the pureft kind, lead them to v\ 
pleafe, and to become an ob' 
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love to one amiable and refpe&ahle 
chara&er of the other fex; to one 
alone their wiflies ought to he bound- 
ed, and they ever will be fo in women 
that are truly amiable. I am of opi- 
nion, that not more than one woman 
in fifty has it in her power to marry 
the man whom fee would really pre- 
fer to all others. Women are to con- 
ceal their feelings, although they like 
any of the other fex, or they will ap- 
pear bold, and become objefts of ri- 
dicule 3 and a lady of delicacy would 
rather die than firft difclofe her par- 
tiality. 

c< Such being the fituation of wo- 
men, I would recommend them to 
f ead hiftory in preference to novels, 
aad.to cultivate any particular pur- 

fuit 
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fuit to which their genius leads then 
By having their minds properly o< 
cupied, they will be in lefs danger < 
forming a romantic attachment; o 
if they ftiould be caught in the fnai 
unexpe&edly, and ftiould have fixe 
their afFeftions where they can me< 
with no return, they may (by callin 
reafon to their aid) have ftrength < 
mind fufficient to enable them 1 
drive from their thoughts a perfc 
whom it may be neceffary for th 
peace to think of no more/' 

lam, 

Dear Delia, 

Moft affe&ionately yc 

HC 



LETTER II. 



JUSTICE AND GENEROSITY. 



— Like a felling ftar, the ray divine 
Glideifwift into the bofom of the jnft. 
And juft are all, determined to reclaim. 

Young, 



I OU defire, my dear Delia, I will 
favour you with my fentiments on 
Ifaftice and Generofity. You have very 
properly united thefe virtues; as no 
a &ion can be deemed generous that 
knot ftridtly juft ; but we have too 
frequent proofs of the prevalence of 
er *or, exemplified in the condufit of 

many 
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many who facrifice juftice at the 
flirine of generofity. 

I have been reading a moft charm- 
ing book of effays and letters, the 
author of which I do not know; but 
he has expatiated on moft moral and 
religious duties, in a ftyle Igieiatiy 
admire. And as his fentiments ex- 
a£tly coincide with my own on the 
fubjeQ: propofed, I will give you a 
quotation from this improving author* 

" There is no fentence (fays he) de- 
ferves more to be reprobated thafi 
that in the juftly-admired comedy o> 
the School for Scandal; where Cha*' 
fays, he never could make ju 
keep pace with generofity; and 
mediately gives to the one whr 
due to the other. 
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" The fentiment, if indeed it de- 
ferve the name of one, is too much 
applauded by the audience: it is a 
dangerous and deftru&ive fentence; 
and the more fo, as generality is a 
warm and bewitching virtue, and 
fecms the work of a man's own mind, 
and not limply his duty. But juftice 
ift in. itfelf more truly noble; that 
plain, true, upright fentiment of the 
heart, without which generality is 
Bkc a laced coat over a ragged waift- 
coat." 

Juftice has ever appeared to me as 
the parent of true generality ; for thofe 
w ho are generous without being juft, 
af e giving away what is not their 
°^n, and by fo doing, may diftrefs all 
to whom they are indebted. But fup- 
c pofing 
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pofing their creditors' circumftancc 
Ihould be affluent, the unjuftly gen< 
rous are enjoying a fhort-lived plea 
fure at the expence of others' happ 
nefs, who are, by their injuftice, n< 
only deprived of the means of follov 
ing the diftates of generofity, bi 
often thofe of benevolence and ho 
pitality. If juftice be not the princip 
from whence hofpitality proceeds, 
is often followed by diftrefs, and tf 
thefe pretenders to generofity * 
expeft more than is in the powe 
the obliged to pay ; while what 
juft and truly generous beftow,is f 
from felf-indulgence, or given 
their own property, and not anc 
When juftice is not attende 
the relative duties of life, par 
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diffipate what they fliould fave to 
place out their children properly in 
life, or will fuffer anunjuft partiality, 
to give one child what all ought to 
have had a fhare in. There are others 
who will be generous with the pro- 
perty of their neareft relatives, who 
are, by their injuftice, reduced to 
great inconveniences, and fometimes 
todiftrefs; but where the di&ates of 
juftice are attended to, fuch happy 
perfons will not forget the divine in- 
jun&ions of the God of juftice, and 
will daily endeavour to do to others 
as they would be done unto. 

When juftice reigns in the heart, 

the poffeffor of that heart will not 

Palliate vice, or excufe crimes in any, 

though they may be gratefully fen- 

c 2 fible 
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fible of any kindnefs fhewn then 
byfuchperfons; while the favourites 
of fortune, who are fond of difplayinf 
a£ts of generality, yet inattentive tc 
the dictates of juftice, feldora confa 
a kindnefs but with a view to fom< 
felfifh motive. The obliged perfor 
may be rendered ufeful on fome hu 
miliating occafion, which if they re- 
fufe complying with, all future proof} 
of generofity ceafe, and the objeft o: 
their paft kindnefs is termed ungrate- 
ful: while thofe who are juft as wel] 
as generous, are ever the fame to al 
whom they wiflito oblige: their a6b 
of kindnefs are difinterefted; the 01J3 
reward they feek, is the pure and ex 
alted one of feeling they have beef 
the means of contributing to anc* 
ther's happinefs. Who 
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Who juftly loves mankind, by duty taught, 
Will never think their good too dearly bought. 
What, tho* he facrifice the vain defire 
Of fome gay baubles which the world admire, 
Defpifing riches, and abhorring power, 
When blafted with the name of plunderer 5 
Still he may tafte life's greateft good— Content, 
For who's fo happy as the innocent ? 

Pope, 

In perfons of exalted rank, juftice 
« one of the firft virtues ; indeed it 
<^gKt to be the foundation of- all 
othete, for in that cafe, a prince of 
&e blood, or a peer of the realms 
^ould not fquander immenfe fums 
*& falfe generofity, while their traded 
fcen's bills remain unpaid. Did the 
peat ones of this world conftantly 
attend to the divine di&ates of juf- 
**<£, they would be convinced of the 
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beauty and propriety of paying 
giilarly the debts contra&ed for th 
daily fupport ; and the joy they woi 
then experience in a£ts of generofi 
would be without alloy. 

Superior rank demands fuperior worth 5 
Preeminence of vatour, juftice, mercy : 
But chief, that, though exalted o'er raankir 
They are themfelves but men. 

Mallet. 

I have heard of a Countefs \s 
refufed paying her wafher-woma 
bill, and the fame day fpent in ne< 
lefs nothings ten. times the fum of 1 
poor woman's demand; who, in c< 
fequence of the noble lady's inj 
tice, was reduced to great diftrefs. 
fliould hope, for the honour of n< 
lity, that many unjuft things are p 

t 
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tifed under their fanftion without 
their knowledge; but did thefe exalt- 
ed perfons fometimes recolleft, that, 
though they may permit a£ts of op- 
predion and injuftice in this world 
with impunity, yet in the next they 
rouft be accountable beings to a God 
°f juftice; I fhould fuppofe our great 
folks would all be juft ones, and, be- 
coming the exalted votaries of juf- 
tice, would confequently render them 
the moft beloved and the moft ad- 
mired in this delightful country. The 
happy influence of their juft and truly 
generous conduft would diffufe itfelf 
to all ranks, and we fhould foon fee 
the bleffed effefts of their conftant 
attention to the precepts of juftice. 
Thofe generous mortals who feel they 

cannot 
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cannot enjoy any advantage procure 

by injuftice, will not be afhamed 1 

t^ke every method that can lead the: 

back into the path of re£titude, whei 

divine juftice will condu£i them 1 

the manfion of peace in an exalte 

rank, and to the cottage of contei 

in the humbler fituations of life* 

■ 1 ' For God will deign 
To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men, 
Delighted. Milton. . 

If juftice regulate the conduft i 
jnen in places of truft and power, 
will never fuffer felfilhnefs or pride 
influence another's practice in pi 
lick affairs. The upright will : 
wiih to bias any one's opinion ?fo 
they cannot be happy in a&inf 
trary to the dictates of confc 

them 
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themfelves, fo they never defire 
others to depart from the rules of 
integrity. 

If juft men have power, they exert 
it, not to pleafe ambition, or accu- 
mulate wealth; not to perfuade needy 
men to give up their reftitude, to 
pleafe caprice, or increafe a party, 
whofe ends perhaps may be deftruc- 
iive to the caufe of juftice; but to 
do good to all within their influence. 
Thefe happy perfons are not afraid 
°f <c any terror by night, or of the 
arrow that-flieth by day;" they have 
guided their words and aftions (to 
*he Utmoft degree human frailty will 
a( hiut of) by the di£tates of juftice, 
an d the approbation of truth, and 
W delighted to "walk humbly 

with 
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with that God," who will rendey 
them eternally happy in his bleffed 
kingdom, where their " uprightnefs 
will be clear as the light, and their 
juft dealing as the noon-day .** 

With mean complacence ne'er betray your trull, 
Nor be fo civil as to prove unjuftj 
Fear not the anger of the wile to raife, 
Thofe belt can bear reproof, who merit praife. 

Pope*. 

Where true generofity of mind is 
feated, fuch would rather have their 
faults kindly pointed out by a real 
friend, than be flattered by a pre- 
tended one; for this mental genero- 
fity renders its poffeffors open to con- 
yiftion. If paflion has involuntarily 
given offence, fhould a keen fenfe 
pf injury render fuch too fevere fo 

the 
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the offending party, or the natural 
frailty of man have given pain to any* 
how ready are the votaries of juftice 
to acknowledge their faults!* What 
pains will fuch difpofed minds take 
to guard againft giving offence; but 
where the heart is deftitute of men- 
tal juftice, fuch perfons will injure, 
opprefs, and infult, and yet expedt 
thofe they have rendered unhappy: 
ftould treat them as if their conduft 
had been right: yet, fhould Divine 
Juftice illumine the offending parties, 
it will forcibly point out their paft 
Ungenerous conduft; contrition will 
foon follow convi£tion, and refigna- 
tion will enable the truly penitent 
patiently to endure any flight disap- 
pointment,, or even affli&ion, that is 

the 
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nonious,the generous; and the cen- 
sorious, the indifcreet; but where 
uftice reigns in the heart, and the 
ongue is guided by truth, fuch feel 
00 fenfibly their own imperfections 
> take pleafure in difplaying the 
tults of others; and though they 
e, and may fometimes be injured 
f them, yet they wifli rather to for- 
-t, than render them obvious to the 
-arid. 

inches worth your care? (for nature's want* 
"** few, and without opulence fupplied:) 
k*s noble end is to produce the foul, 
% ° toew the virtues in the faireft light 5 
*&ake humanity the minifter 
* bounteous Providence, and teach the breaft 
** gen'rous luxury the gods enjoy* 

Armstrong. 
The 
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The favourites of fortune are n 
ver more the obje&s of envy, to 
generous mind, than when they ha 
it in their power to follow the di 
tates of beneficence; for after th 
have fatisfied the demands of juftic 
made charity fmile, and diftrefs j 
away well fatisfied, how delightf 
the refle&ion, that they are yet e 
abled to indulge in a£ts of generofil 
It appears wonderful to me how a 
can be rich, and yet infenfible to 
di&ates of a quality that rauft { 
fo much real pleafure to the hu? 
heart; but this is a pleafure 
allowed to many; for though we 
diTcern true generofity in the 
trifling gifts, yet it is only the oj 
that can afford to tafte that " 
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vine," of adding materially to the 
happinefs of their fellow-creatures. 

If you, my young friend, will be 
dire&ed by juftice, guided by charity, 
and attended by truth, you may draw 
on Contentment for the deficiencies 
of Fortune, and be happy in any fitu- 
ationoflife. • 

HONORIA. 




I 



LETTER III. 



ON HUMILITY. 



Ohj Weft Humility ! to thee I bend; 

■Tfepoor man's treafure, and the rich one's friend: 

** thou the guide and ruler of my ways, 

*v comfort prove through life's uncertain maze* 



Agreeable to your defire, my dear 
Delia, I fhall make Humility the fub- 
J e $ of this epiftle; the praftice of 
w hich will be moft likely to render 
Us content in whatever fituation a 
divine Providence fhall fee .fit to 
Place us. Pride, we are told, was the 
d occafion 
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occafion of Adam's fall: Hum 
will, in fome degree, reftore us to 
bleffed ft ate of peace he enjoyed 
fore his apoftacy from ihnocency. 
Humility was the firft and the i 
frequent admonition of our di 
Teacher; he came down from he? 
to fet us an example of praftj 
thofe virtues moft neceffary to fii 
for that pure and eternal happi 
which his righteoufnefs would 
cure for us in a future ftate ; 
although his followers were told \ 
muft take up the crofs in order to 
his difciples, yet his compaffion at 
fame time kindly affured them, 
by learning of him " to be meek 
lowly in heart, they (hould find 
unto their fouls." 

h 
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Happy, thrice happy, are thofe 
who poffefs this ineftimable blefling; 
for, as Sterne moft emphatically writes, 
" Reft unto our fouls ! 'tis all we want: 
the end of all our wifhes and purfuits: 
give us a profpeft of this, and we 
* a ke the wings of. the morning, and 
% away to the uttermoft parts of the 
e *rth, to have it in our poffeffion. 
We feek for it in titles, in riches, and 
Pleafures; — climb up after it by an*- 
Wtion; — come down again, and ftoop 
'for it by avarice : try all extremes, ftill 
^e are gone out of the way: nor is 
*t till after many miferable experi- 
ments that we are convinced, at laft, 
We have been feeking every where 
*°* it, but where there was a profpeft 
*f fading iti and that is, withia our- 
B2 felves, 
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felves, in a meek and lowb 
tion of heart. This, and t 
will give reft unto our foi 
from thofe turbulent and 
paflions which diftrefs our q 
from the provocations and di: 
ments of the world, and a 
untold evils too long to be re 
againft all which this frame 
paration of mind is the 1 
teaion/' 

Meeknefs, I humbly conce 
inherent quality of the mind 
precepts of humility will tez 
of apeevifh or paflionate t 
^acquire a mode of conduft 
render them pleafing to ott 
•happy in themfelves. The p: 
•humility, I apprehend, is nc 
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patible, where nature may have given 
a proud fpirit : we» cannot alter our 
conftitutional qualities; but wt may, 
with the afliftance of divine grace, 
keep them within thofe * limits our 
c hriftian profeflion requires. 

I have fomewhere read, that the 
virtues all border on the vices; if fo, 
this divine one of humility may dege- 
nerate into fervility, if we poffefs not 
that proper pride which teaches us 
n ot to do mean or unjuft a&ions.- If 
We can be condefcending to others, 
without infringing on our fincerity 
or reftitude, we ihall find the prac- 
tice of humility, in our general inter- 
courfe with the world, greatly con- 
ducive to our own happinefs, and 
highly pleafmg to others. 

Oh, 
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Oh, blefc'd Humility! 

Direct my pen to praife, my heart to Jove, 
Whate'er thy precepts dictate and approve ; 
T* applaud the man who, guided by thy ray, 
Though rich, is humble, and polite, though ga^ 
Can fpeak to poverty with fmiling face, 
While thy fair image adds to ev'ry grace'; 
To view with pleafure her who acts aright, 
Thy rules purfue with conftant pure delight ? 
Guided by thee, obliging ftill with eafe, 
Poffefs'd of every requifite to pleafe : 
While haughty mortals, fcorning thy mild fan 
In pride's uneafy path go on their way, 
Strangers to that internal peace of mind, 
Influenc'd by thee, thy happy votaries find. 

The noble and profperous, the ru 
and the great, if adtuated by it 
bleffed fpirit of humility, will ten? 
without wounding the fenfibility C 
thofe they have it in their powej t 
oblige: they will be generous witB 
out oftentation, hofpitable withou 

rudendi 
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rudenefs, and kind without expe&ing 
any improper fubmiflions from thofe 
whom they wifh to make happy. 
While the pra&ice of humility will 
enable the unforti nate, the poor, and 
the afflifted, to experience fuch inter- 
nal comfort as will be a conftant fup- 
pprt under the ills it was not in their 
power to prevent or avoid; the'good^ 
the fenfible, and the affeftionate, will 
ne^ver treat with unkindnefs the hum- 
ble and meek; and even the infolent 
and unfeeling will fometimes be in- 
fluenced, by uriaffuming merit, to pay 
humility the refpe£t it deferves. But 
fuppofing the praftice of this divine 
quality ftiould not meet its reward in 
the world, it will always afford its 
polfeffors fuch pleafure as the votaries 

of 
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of pride can never experience; for 
they are neither delighted by the feiv 
fations of gratitude in profperity, not 
fupported by the foothing aid of re^ 
fignation under the preffure of adver- 
fity. The praftice of humility will 
moft affuredly render us content, b^~ 
caufe it is the foundation of virtue s 
that tend to make us fo; and aL£*> 
an antidote againft many follies ar*«i 
vices that would certainly have ot^~ 
ftrufted our real happinefs. 

If our humility prevent the having 
an improper opinion of our ovr-^*- 
merit, we fhall meet with many kin ^*~ 
friends and agreeable aflbciates i:*^ 
our progrefs through life, who woul *^ 
never have defired our acquaintance * 
had we permitted pride to have i» ^ 
tiuenced our behaviour. 
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€t Humility is the grace that above 
others renders us acceptable to our 
avenly Father; and it is the faireft 
nament we. can put on to attraft 
e efteem of our bleffed Redeemer/'* 
Should affliftion be our portion, if 
ide reigns in the heart, envy is not 
"diftant; for pride will perfuade its 
taries, it is better to be an objeft 
envy than pity. But if we read 

- life, and minutely obferve the be- 

^iour of our bleffed Redeemer, we 

1] fometimes fee him fenfibly alive 

the fenfations of pity; yet. you 

U never find his divine or human 
:ure defcend to the baneful paffion 
^nvy. If, therefore, envy muft be 

- natural propenfity of bad minds, 



• Mifs Bowdler's Effays. 

as 
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as pity is an inherent quality of good 
ones, the pra&ice of humility will fe- 
cure us from the envious fuggeftions 
of pride in the hour of diftrefs; and 
the compaflion of the deferving will 
be a healing balm in the day of adver- 
fity: for if our misfortunes are occa- 
fioned by others, the foothing pity of 
thofe we think worthy, will greatly 
alleviate our affii£Hon; and, fliould we 
h&ve brought troubles on ourfelves, 
to excite the pity of the good, is a 
great ftep towards being forgiven by 
them. 

When croffes vex, or difappoinf 
ments grieve; fhould ingratitud 
wound, or injuries opprefs; if we 2 
tend to the divine precepts of hue 
lity, we fhall not fuffer paflion to re 

li* 
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Hate; and though we cannot always 
help the involuntary efte&s of our tem- 
pers, when fmarting under trials and 
afflictions, brought on us by the indis- 
cretion or injustice of others; yet, 
fhould humility reign in our hearts, 
we (hall foon recover our native fere- 
nity, as this bleft inmate of the hu- 
man heart diffufes peace and cheer- 
fulnefs around; for where humility 
•regulates the conduft, however ex- 
ternals may teafe and try the temper, 
the mind within is placid and content. 

— — — The afpiring foul,. 

Ardent and tremulous, like flame afcends— - 

Zeal and Humility her wings— -to heaven. 

Young. 

Humility, with a view to the Su- 
preme Being, ourfelves, or mankind, 

is 
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is certainly a moft confequential anc 
beneficial virtue; whether we regarc 
it with refpeft to the purfuits of thii 
world, or the attainments of thai 
which is to come. 

My favourite unknown author ha* 
very juftly obferved on this fubje£t 
that " Humility, with refpeft tc 
God, is of the utmoft importance; it 
teaches us not to foar above our pro- 
per fphere, to feel the diftance be- 
tween finite and infinite; it teaches 
us not to judge of infinite juftice 
mercy, knowledge, or power, by finite 
capacity; to receive with the truefi 
thankfulnefs thofe things which are 
brought to us, with all the certaintj 
which our reafon can defire, and no' 
to doubt when we cannot contra- 

dia, 
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di£t; it teaches us patience in difap- 
pointment, dependance in fuccefs, 
-efignation in affliction, gratitude in 
3rofperity; thereby bringing us, in 
f^very fituation, comfort, cheerfulnefs, 
and peace.'\ 

As thefe are the bleffed effe&s of 
humility, may we, my young friend, 
jpoffefs this divine difpofition of mind 
in its fulleft extent- 
Humility attain'd, how bleft our days will glide. 
Till friendly death our happy fpirits guide 
Xo realms of blifs, eternally to prove 
Pure lading joys, and never-fading love. 

HONORIA. 



LETTER IV. 



JOURNEY TO SIDMOUTH. 



Turn to this cheerful band, and mark in this, 
Spirits who juflly claim my realms of blifs; 
For thefe are they who, in life's thorny fliade, 
Repin'd not at the name of Antient Maid* 

Havley's Triumph of Temper. 



AS you have often; my dear Delia, 
expreffed a defire to have an account 
of a fummer's excurfiori I once made 
with Amanda, the following letters 
fliall be dedicated to that purpofe. 

This lady is a moft pleafing, fercfi- 
ble woman 3 miftrefs of ten thoufand 

pounds; 
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pounds; but fhe choofes rather to ] 
within her income, than in a ( 
that might involve her in expen 
which even that fortune would 
anfwer. 

Amanda had written me w 
(he ftiould fpend a few months at I 
mouth, and begged I would go e; 
in the feafon, and fecure proper ap 
ments for herfelf and fervants at 
boarding-houfe, where (he hope( 
join me in a fortnight after my arri 
As I was a ftranger, the compan 
the place took no notice of 1 
which, I confefs, at firft, rather n 
tified me, as will appear by the 
lowing epiftle written to Amand. 
that period: — 
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u Well; a week I've been here and four ftupid long 

days; 
So dull pa&'d the time, it don't merit my praife; 
For, would you believe it, the folks feem afraid 
Any notice to take of a poor little Maid; 
Who thought^ to be fure, when a ftranger appeared, 
They would civil behave, and not look as if fcar'd. • 
The Belles and the Beaux, who frequent the gay Shed, 
I fuppos'd would behave as polite and well-bred; 

Would anfwer a queftion with freedom and eafe, 

Oblige by a curtfey, or with a bow pleafe; 

By politenefs induce me to join in the chat, 

On the profpects, the walks, of this, or of that. 

Tis true, I nor wifdom or titles can boaft, 

Gay wealth is not mine, and I ne'er was a toaft ; 

But alone as I was, had Good-nature been there, 

I had been of her train, to enjoy the fea air; 

Had fweet Affability alk'd me to ftray 

O'er the hills, through the vales, with the happy 
and gay, 

With the nymphs and the fwains 1 had join'd the 
gay talk, 

And in cheerful fociety ended my walk. 

But neglected I am: — for alone I remain 
.To wander the meadow, the beach, and the plain; 
E Yet 
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Yet grieve not for me: I am bleft with content, 
On a view from within, time with innocence fper 
From envy, from fpleen, and ambition fo free, 
No maiden alone is more happy than me." 

Soon after Amanda's arrival, tlr 
gentlemen who boarded at the hou 
all dined abroad. After dinner ^m 
were extremely merry on obfervir 
it was rather extraordinary that fo~ 
old Maids fhould meet at one tabf 
from different parts of the kingdoo 

The firft was Clarinda, a m^ 
amiable woman, of moderate fortius 
whofe hiftory was interefting, and jr 
ther novel, when interwoven wi 
that of a fifter who had been de£ 
fome years. 

Semproni A fat next to her; thougi 
a very fenfible and worthy woman, flu 
declared fhe had never been in love 

and 
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an d flattered herfelf (he was now ar- 
rived at that period of life which had 
°**e advantage, (if the preceding part 
**a.d been properly fpent) that of being 
P^rfeftlyreiigned to the fingle ftate; 
^ s a proof of which, ftie propofed to 
re peat a Paftoral, written by her ten 
J^ars fince, provided the reft would 
*^Vour her with their hiftory — fing a 
0t *g— or repeat a Poem of their own 
c °rnpofition. We all agreed to her 
P^opofal, and Sempronia began, by re- 
peating the following 

PASTORAL. 
^Vhile with love, and fufpenfe, and defpair, 
Rcclin'd by the fmooth-flowing ftream, 
"X*he nymphs and the fwains fill the air, 
Indifference! thou be -my theme, 
Rejoicing in freedom and eafe, 

The blind god with his darts I defy; 
The unguarded his whimfies may teafe, 
Unanxioufly happy am I. 
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Let Corydon pour through the grove 
The fweeteft of love-breathing (brains, 
. And all the foft fympathy move, 

While of PbUIu's (born he complains. 

Let the gay Pajlorclla untirM 
Seek the paths of Alexis to tread, 

And, with fond inclination infpir'd, 
Let her follow his flock o'er the mead- 

Nor fadden'd by gloomy diftrefs, 
Nor tranfported by fanciful flights* 

Me peace and ferenity blefs, 
And give to calm (lumbers the night. 

When Aurora empurples the dawn, 
Or when twinkles the bright ftar of eve* 

How pleafing to rove through the lawn 
With the joys Independence can give. 

I rove through the woodlands, and look 
For the violet hid in the (hade, 

Nor wifh that a (hepherd be (truck 
With the manner it graces my head. 

The turtle I hear 'mongft the trees, 
Nor the loft of a lover bewail; 

I hear the loud murmuring breeze, 
Nor dread that he's hurt by the gale. 
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**Y tendemefe ever fliall hang 

Oi* the friendihip of females alone, 

^**<i there, if deceived, the fliarp pang 

*^111 foften, and quickly be gone. 

^**tte the bands that are twilled by love 
^-ong torture can fcarce tear away; 
0r> the beft we anxiety prove, 
-^Vnd the moft will forfake or betray. 

^^*tli the graces of dreli and of air 

t-et Damon, th* accomplifh'd, pafs by» 

^^*th a picture my looks he fliall fliare, 
^Nbr ileal from my Jbofom a figh. 

^-*t Paridel warble the ftrain 

Prom the magical pipe where I (tray, 
^Wlth the fober delight of a fwain 
My ear (hall attend the fweet lay. 

But fhould a fond ihepherd appear 
With elegance, knowledge, and truth, 

I would early retreat from the fnare, 
I would fly from the-dangerous youth. 

Thus ftill o'er the plain will I ftrole, 

And wander at eafe in the grove ; 
Unfelt the ftrong chain of the foul, 

Unheeded the ^empire of love. 
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Sempronia then called on Cla- 
rinda, who could neither fing a 
fong, nor repeat a poem of her oton 
compofitionj fo began her hiftory, 
which, in her own words, (hall be 
given in my next. 

lam 

Your real Friend, 

HONORIA. 




LETTER V. 



clarinda's history. 



'Twas their's to clafp— each felfifh care above— 

A lifter's orphans with parental love, 

And all her tender offices fupply, 

Though bound not by the ftrong maternal tie. 

Hayley's Triumph of Temper. 



" 1 Was the youngeft of two daugh- 
ters, the only children of my father, 
who was a clergyman, and whofe liv- 
ing was in one of the moft retired vil- 
lages in the north of England. My 
fitter's perfon was beautiful, and her 
accomplilhments far exceeded mine. 

As 



56 clarinda's history. 

As my father took great pains to im- 
prove her youthful mind, Emma, as 
fhe advanced towards the age of 
eighteen, appeared rather inclined to 
be a prude; but her fubfequent be- 
haviour proved her a coquet. My 
father had formed an intimacy at 
college with a gentleman, who mar- 
ried a lady of large fortune, and re- 
dded in London. Juft at this period 
Mr. Nevis wrote to my father to fay 
how happy Mrs. Nevis and himfelf 
would be in the company of their 
god-daughter; and if he would per- 
mit me to pay them a vifit, they 
would fetch me in the courfe of a 
few weeks. My fifter, on hearing 
this letter, begged (he might return 
to London with Mrs. Nevis, an'' 
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Clarinda, fhe faid, might go and 
pay her vifit to Aunt Manly at Edin- 
burgh. Accordingly my father wrote 
word to his friend, that his god- 
daughter was under a prior engage- 
ment to vifit her aunt, but that 
his eldeft daughter would be happy 
to return with them, if they would 
favour the vicarage with a vifit. 

" You will, no doubt, be furprifed, 
Ladies, that my father Ihould advance 
a falfehood to oblige a darling child; 
but fo it was, and I was fent to my 
aunt's before the London vifitors ar- 
rived, where I remained near two 
years. 

c< During Emma's vifit in London, 
fte attrafted the regard of a young 
€ fergyman of genteel family, but fmall 

fortune, 
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fortune, yet whofe expe&ation of ^ 
ing foon in poffeflion of a valua^ 
living rendered him a proper match 
and he was accordingly accepted bj 
her* and approved of by her friends. 
" As for myfelf I paffed my time mof 
happily with an aunt, whofe trials ii 
life had taught her humility, an< 
whofe fweetnefs of temper fo far er 
gaged my admiration, that it excites 
my imitation ; and if I am in any r* 
fpeft amiable, to her precepts air 
example I muft attribute it. 

" About the time that my filler a- 
cepted her clerical lover, I was a-« 
dreffed by a gentleman who had mac 
♦two fortunate voyages to the Ea-i 
Mrs. Manly had known him fronx 
child; he was fenfible, worthy, an 

agreeable 
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agreeable; to have refufed him would 
have been folly, and my father was 
delighted with the profpeft of fettling 
both his children fo properly. 

"As Mr. Malpas was all impa- 
tience to become my hufband, I re- 
turned home to prepare for my nup- 
tials. Emma arrived about the fame 
time, in order to be my bride-maid: 
her lover was gone to take poffeflion 
°f his re£tory, fo we could not have 
fte pleafure of his company on this 
joyful occafion. 

* I dare fay, Ladies, you already 
begin to think Emma's fuperior beau- 
ty captivated my inconftant lover's 
heart: it was.fo: for in lefs than a 
fortnight after they met, he took her 
*° Gretna-Green, where they were 

married. 



60 CLARINDA'S HISTORY; 

married. You may more eafily ^ 
gine than I can defcribe the (ho 
this intelligence gave me. I lov< 
Mr. Malpas with the moft arde 
affe&ion: he was the only man I ev 
beheld, with whom I could have goi 
to the altar. He was now becoH 
the hufband of my filler, and in futu 
I muft look on him as a brother. ft 
affe&ionate aunt felt moft fenfibly f 
her forfaken niece; but thought 
belt I fliould immediately return wi 
her to Edinburgh. Time and h 
delightful converfation fooh refton 
my mind to peace, and my heart 
its natural cheerfulnefs; and I readi 
obeyed my dear Emma's fummons 
vifit her during her expe&ed time 
becoming a mother. Within a mon 

aft 



clarinda's history. 6i 

after the birth of my beloved Fre- 
derick, I was painfully convinced 
Ws parents were not happy. This 
unfortunate circumftance, I believe, 
determined Mr. Malpas on another 
voyage to the Indies, which was vio- 
lently oppofed by my fitter; but as he 
had made application, he was ap- 
pointed, and confequently obliged to 
attend the orders for failing, though 
it happened within a few weeks of 
the expefted birth of a fecond child. 
Poor unhappy Emma! always in- 
dulged, and never contradifted, what 
^asthe confequence? She .could not 
Wok it now, but gave way to paf- 
fion's baneful influence; and by this 
fatal indulgence loft her own life and 
that of her little innocent. An ex- 

prefs 
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prefs was fent to her huflband, whc 
did not arrive time enough to fee he 
alive. Mr. Malpas made me th_ 
guardian of his fon; but died befor 
he reached his deftined port. I \vr 
now but to endeavour fo to aft that 
may properly difcharge the importa* 
truft repofed in me." 

Clarin&a ceafed fpeaking, whi 
the tear of fenfibility ftole down h« 
once-blooming cheek. The atte: 
tive trio caught the infeftion of fyn 
pathetic feeling, when, in order * 
brighten the fcene, Amanda call* 
on me to fing a fong, which I yr 
tranfcribe for your perufal. 

SONG. 

Well, friends, I'll begin, as you wifli me to fifl£* 
And the Mufes will lend their kind aid; 
If happy forme, I hope ftill to live free, 
A tefpeftable little Old Maid. 
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Where affe&ions unite, and all things arc right, 
No flate with the married can vie ; 
But if pique lead the way, or intereft fway, 
Tis better unmarried to die. 

ft a wife I had prov'd, to a man that I lov'd, 
Whofe actions bright wifdom had fway'd, 
How happy my life to have been a bleft wife, 
And not a poor little Old Maid! 

But if kind refpecl to his will don't direct 
Our fteps through the mazes of life, 
Y ou had better live free, an Old Maid like me, 
Than be to a blockhead a wife. 

tf Benevolence mirjj make us fond of each child, 
And good-nature mould beam on our cheek; 
•Though the rofes may fade in each worthy Old 

Maid, 
*et many our friendship will feek. . 

Then be not difmay'd, each cheerful Old Maid! 
* ut join in my whimfical fong, 
^ve happy, while I will laugh 'till I die 
™ l *h. thofe that I now fit among. 



Clarinjda 
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Clarinda and Sempronia we 
greatly pleafed with my Old Mai< 
fong, and then called on Amanda 
oblige us with fomfc poetry, orfavo 
us with her hiftory. I will give y« 
a little of both, replied that charmi 
woman. 

But for this you muft wait 'till j 
next, as I have only time to aflk 
you, at prefent, that I am 

Moft affe&ionately yours, 

HONORI 



LETTER VI. 



AMANDA S HISTORY. 



No throbbing joy their fpotlcfs bofom fir'd, 
^vc what Benevolence herfelf infpir'd ; 
No praife they fought, except that praife refin'd, 
Which the heart whifpers to the worthy mind. 

Hayley's Triumph of Temper* 



jl OU are to be informed, ladies," 
*Ud Amanda, " that my mother, 
^*ng left a young widow, married a 
le Cond hufband. foon after I was of 
a §c. This circumftance left me at 
ll berty to a£l as Kpleafed. Fortu- 
u ^tely I poffeffed from nature a large 
f s portion 
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portion of female pride; by the infli 
ence of which my paft life has be< 
chiefly guided. My father had tv 
lifters, (not many years older than m 
felf) the one was a coquet, the oth 
fo very timid and fufceptible, that 
have fometimes been tempted to cs 
her weak, 

" Pride, coquetry, and weakne 
were the reigning foibles of myf 
and aunts. 

" Coquetry made the eldeft fl 
with every man that came in her w* 
'till near thirty, and then decoyed t 
into an union with one her heart c 
fpifed, becaufe fhe fuppofed his f< 
tune would enable her ftill to enj 
her favourite purfuits; but her hi 
band takes care of his money, si 

oblig 
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obliges her to live in a ftile that en- 
tirely precludes all opportunities of 
e njoying the pleafures of the fafhion- 
^ble world. 

<c Weaknefs rendered the youngeft 
^n eafy prey to the feducing arts of a 
***an of quality, who afterwards per- 
vaded her to marry his chaplain, 
during her he would one day be a 
bifliop; but my poor aunt is ftill a 
v *car's wife in a remote village, where 
**te paffes her days, fometimes a prey 
*° reraorfe, but always the votary of 
***dolence. 

Cc Pride (though I never was married) 
***s rendered me happy; for pride, 
P*X>perly underftood, is, I am confi- 
^^nt, the beft guard to female virtue. 

* Pride keeps men oft, and women too, from 
felling.' Pope* 

° Ft 
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* Pride has certainly none of the 
f conveniencies attendant on coquc 
€ and weaknefs j it enables us to en 

* the paft, the prefent, and the futi 
g and has always the fame pleafu 

* Age cannot deftroy them, beca 
c pride dire&s her female votaries 

* depend on themfelves for happin 

* and not on the caprice and inc 
f ftancy of others.'* 

" Thefe were my fentiments at 
firft fetting out in life. I was not ; 
bitious of making conqueftsj I c 
endeavoured to keep my own h< 
free, and I never felt a partiality 
any man 'till I was paft thirty; w 
happening to pay a vifit to an 
fchool-fellow, I was often in o 
pany with a young clergyman, vi 

• Catdby'i Letters. 
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in fpite of all my precautions^ made 
me acknowledge the propriety of that 
well-known couplet:" 

« It is decreed by th' powers above, 
« That firft or laft, we all rimft love. 9 

4€ Eugenius was only a curate. I 
had a good living juft at this period 
at my difpofal, and where, pleaded 
love, can you beftow it better than 
on Eugenius, who poffeffes every qua- 
lity your imagination has formed 
amiable in a hufband?" Juft at this 
inftant my friend entered my apart- 
ment with a letter, the contents of 
which informed her Mr. Mordaunt\ 
niece would be with them in a few 
days. c She is a moft lovely girl, 
faid Mrs. Mor Jaunt; I feel greatly con- 
cerned for her welfare, and alfo for 

poor 
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poor Eugenius. 9 " Why for Eugeniu: 
exclaimed I." c Becaufe, (repli< 
Mrs. Mor daunt) they liave long be< 
attached to each other; but Mr. Mi 
daunt never * will confent to the 
union, as Eliza's fortune is fmall, a: 
Eugenius y you know, is pnly a curate 

" Fortunately for me my friend v* 
called away, which gave me an c 
portunity to recover from the fha 
her intelligence had thrown me in 
Down fell the caftle of connub 
happinefs, which my lively imagii 
tion had formed. Vaniftied were t 
lovely profpefts hope had piftured 
my view, in an union with the wortf 
-the accompliftied Eugenius ! 

" A jflood of tears relieved my d 
appointed heart. I then began 

confid 
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^onfider how I was to aft, in order to 
^cep up that charafter I had always 
^>€en ambitious of fupporting. As 
^©one enjoyed another's happinefs 
r nore feelingly than myfelf, fo, if I 
had in any degree been inftrumental 
*n promoting it, I was bleft beyond 
dcfcription. I had now a delightful 
°pportunity to make two amiable 
> T oung perfons happy as mutual love, 
c ongenial minds, and a genteel com- 
petency, could render them. Such a 
* e aft for my benevolence I could not 
e fift. Eugcniusvtas prefented to the 
ving, and in a fhort time after rriar- 
ed his beloved Eliza. This charm- 
g woman died on the birth of her 
ft child, who furvived her mother 
t a few days. 

"Poqr 
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cc Poor Eugenius 



-try'd 



* To live without her — lik'd it not— and dyM.^ 

" I wrote a little fimple Paftoral * 
his death, (continued Amanda) breafc 
ing a figh to the memory of her fk 
and only love, and with your perm 
fion I will repeat it. 

4 * One eve, by the fide of a dream, 

Pafiora fat fighing alone; 
The lofs of a friend was her theme. 

And Echo repeated her moan. 

« Ah Damon^ dear Damon, farewell ! 

No more on the plains (hall we meet; 
Thy virtues I only can tell, 

And tbefe 'tis my blifs to repeat. 

** By honour his actions were fway'd, 

To love me he did not pretend; 
And I, though a fimple poor maid, 

Was pleas'd to behold him my friend. 
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** When he (poke, how attentive was I! 

When he fmil'd, it was p!eafure to me: 
But now he is gone, — with a figh 

I fancy none charming as he. 

** For he was the pride of the plain, 

The ihepherds all hail'd him their friend ; 

The nymphs prais'd the worthy young fwain? 
Even age to his fpeecb would attend. 

*' Ah me ! how unhappy am I, 

Thus doom'd te bewail the dear youth ; 

I have nothing to do but to figh, 

And lament fo much virtue and truth. 

* c But peace, fimple maid! be content, 

Nor murmur at heaven's decree ; 
ttis life was moft properly fpent, 

And now from all forrow he 's free." 

Juft as Amanda had concluded, 

Elvira's carriage paffed the window , 

c "There goes a lady (faid Semjironia) I 

Steady refpeft. E/virais an honour 

to old maids 5 .her generofity of mind 

can 
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can only be, equalled by that 
brother's." c True/ replied A 
* as her heart is the favourite 
Benevolence, I fincerely ho 
bofom will ever remain the i 
of peace/ 

With thefe charming comj 
you may fuppofe, I paffed my 
the moft rational and agreeab 
ner; and fhould it be yourlol 
fingle, may you be, when an ol 
as amiable and beloved as is C 
as contented and .refpe&ed 
pronia\ and as religious, hap] 
cheerful, as Amanda. Adieu! 

And believe me 
afFe&ionately yot 

HON 



LETTER VII. 



ON WEALTH. 



i Hence ! from the bounteous walks 

Of flowing fpring, ye fordid fons of earth, 
Hard, and unfeeling of another's woe! 
Or only lavifh to yourfelves; away! 
But come, ye generous minds, in whofe wide thought, 
Of all his works, creative bounty burns 
With warmeft beam; and on your open front 
And liberal eye, fits, from his dark retreat 
Inviting modeft Want. Nor, 'till invok'd, 
Can reftlefs goodnefs wait: your active fearch 
Leaves no cold wintery corner unexplor'd; 
Like filent-working heaven, furprifing oft 
The lonely heart with unexpected good. 

TttpMSON'sSeafoni* 



I OU afk me, my dear Delia, my 
opinion 6( Wealth, confidered as a 
bleffing; and though I feel myfelf 

■ - , very 
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very unequal to the tafk, yet I ca 
refufe your requeft on this impo: 
fubjeft; I fay important; for time 
riches are two things we flaall ^ 
affuredly be expefted to give a /g 
account of at the great tribunal. 

According to my idea of that < 
gree of happinefs this world is caj 
ble of affording, the poffeflion 
wealth is fufficient to render th< 
happy whofe hearts are well inclint 
though their underftandings may r 
be much enlightened by learning, 
poliftied by education; though tin 
perfons fliould be plain, and tb 
manners not rendered very pleafi: 
by an opportunity of cultivating t 
graces; yet the poffeflion of weal 
will enable them to be charitab 

generoi 
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enerous, and hofpitable. By having 

ie power of making others happy, 

ley muft, I think, tafte more real 

leafure than if poffeffed of every gift 

> pleafe, deprived of the ability to 

^Jieve diftrefs, or reward merit; to 

lleviate the pains of the body, or 

ie anxieties of the mind. Thefe dif- 

effing ills the poffeffors of wealth 

*ve it in their power greatly to lelfen; 

it {hould their hearts be fordid, fen- 

al, x>r unfeeling, it then lofes its 

iginal bleffed intention of being an 

mtial good, and degenerates into a 

1 evil. 

he uncertainty whether we (hould. 

e a proper ufe of this momentous 

)f Providence, is a fource of con- 

1 content to a refle&ing mind in 

an 
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an humble Situation; and thou^^ 
feldom pafs a day without fee*^ 
moft fenfibly my incapacity to reliev 
the wants, or add to the happinefs c 
my fellow-creatures; yet I purfue m 
way, fatisfied w r ith giving them 5^ 
word of comfort, a figh of fympath)^^ 
or a petition to the Father of Mercie— = 
for their relief, and feel myfelf coiik: 
tent with that fmall portion of fot^fl 
tune's gifts allotted me by ProvEI 
dence; fuppofing, that had I bee -= 
rich, I might not have been fo fee" -= 
ingly alive to the wants of other^^ 
and that, therefore, wealth is witt^B 
held from one who would not haw— s 
difpofed of it as (he ought. And y< 
when I fee the rich Dorqftus y I 
not help wifliing 1 poffeffed his i 
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*nenfe fortune: for as he is fo very 
irifenfible to the delightful diftates of 
benevolence and generofity, I cannot 
help thinking it a pity he fliould 
poffefs a fortune fufficient to add to 
the happinefs of hundreds, and yet 
feel no pleafure but in adding thou- 
sands to thoufands; not confidering 
*hat a time will come when he muft 
leave his treafures, and ftand before 
*n impartial judge to give an account 
°f his ftewardfliip. Oh ! may he re- 
Pent before it is too late, and may he 
ky up fome of his earthly treafures 
^here <c neither moth nor rufl: can 
deftroy." 

Numbers of worthy perfons can 
t ***ly be juft: the fcanty pittance they 
lH>flefs will hardly afford a mite to 

the 



80 ON. WEALTH. 

the neceflitous ; and as for ge 
or hofpitality, it is quite out 
reach 5 but were Dora/tuspoi 
that benevolent mind whicl 
render him happy in the nex 
as it would make him belo^ 
revered in this, he might be 
the blind, feet to the lame: 
ftruftor to the ignorant; a fi 
the oppreffed; he might fet 
fortunate debtor at liberty; I 
tron to the deferving; ena 
humane to be kind; the g< 
beneficent; and, in fliQrt, diffi 
pinefs and joy to all around 
Wealth to Dorqftus is, at 
•a curfe j for unlefs the fpirit 
volexice open his heart, his e 
be limilar to that of the .m: 

be 
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beautifully defcribed in Joknfon's Va- 
nity of Human Wifhes. 

*< But unextinguifiVd Av'rice ftill remains, 

*< And dreaded lofles aggravate his pains; 

c< He turns with anxious hearty and crippl'd hands, 

c < His bonds of debt, and mortgages of lands; 

Ci Or views his coffers with fufpicious eyes, 

*« Unlocks his gold, and counts it 'till he dies." 

Wealth to Benevolus is a bleffing, 
o* he renders it an effential good to 
L Il by conftant a6ts of charity, ge- 
l ^rofity, and hofpitality. 

^' Awake to Mifery's call, his melting heart 
** In other's forrows claims its equal part ; 
** While Poverty, by pitying angels led, 
m Catch from his liberal hand, its daily bread." 

Llnly. 

I know many worthy perfons, whofe 

V^rtunes are moderate, who do not 

g pafs 
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pafs a day without proving, by foi 
aft of kindnefs, (to thofewhofe fita 
tions are inferior to their own) 1 
benevolence of their hearts. Tl 
fuch may never be deprived of 1 
means of indulging in thofe real pi 
fures that refult from kind and gei 
rous a&ions, is the conftant prayer 

Your afFe£Konatc 

HONORI 

■■-■^■ — ■ - . t - ^ ■ -...! ■. - i rn ij~ r' .i^ ~iT »ii 
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it zephyrs fan the neighbouring trees* 
id meditation mounts the breeze : 
>w fweet thefe facred hours of reft, 
ir portrait of the virtuous breaft ! 
here vice or envy, paffions rude, 
id folly, never dare intrude, 
others' choiee the conftant round, 
here calm reflection (till is drown'd, 
nobler joy my thoughts defign:~ 
(tractive Solitude be mine 



OU tell me, my dear Delia, you 
not fond of the country; that you 
re tolerably happy while you re- 
ined in town, though not a fre* 
g 2 quent 



84 ON SOLITUDE. 

quent partaker of the various ] 
Aires that furrounded you. You h 
of them, were pleafed with livir 
the buttle of a gay city, and was ( 
amufed with the chit-chat of 
acquaintance who called to fee 
but when in the country, all t 
pleafing circumftances are loft, 
your life mutt pafs away in d 
Solitude. 

Give not fo unkind a title to ^ 
will materially add to your futur 
licity. Solitude, properly emplc 
will enable us to meditate on 
beauties of benevolence, hum 
and gratitude. 

The firft will amufe our imaj 
tion, by forming fchemes for 
jnoting the happinefs of thofe 
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are conne&ed with; and, however 
unfuccefsful they may prove, our be- 
nevolent intentions will not be forgot 
in the regifter above. 

The fecond will give a proper in- 
fight into our hearts, and render us 
more fenfible of our own imperfec- 
tions: when in the midft of bufinefs 
or continual fociety, engaged in par- 
ties or befet with diffipation; the beft- 
difpofed mind may be inattentive to 
thofe moral duties which retirement 
will make us fenfible are indifpen- 
fibly neceffary in the life of every 
Chriftian: we fhall then recolle£t 
wherein we have afted improperly, 
what we have left undone that ought 
not to have been omitted. Refle&ion 
will forcibly convince us how very 

imperfeft 
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imperfeQ: our own paft conduft hai 
been, and confequently render us 
more inclined to bear the faults and 
foibles of others with patience and 
humility. 

The third will recal to our mind* 
each aft of kindncfs we have ever 
received from our friends or relatives* 
we (hall again enjoy the kind looks, 
the obliging words, the affeftionate 
attention, and the many friendly ac* 
tions, conferred on us by thofe we 
have aflbciated with in the prece- 
ding part of our lives, 'till we are in* 
fenfibly led by meditation to recolleS 
the mercies we have been bleft with, 
the dangers we have efcaped, and 
the many bleffings we have and ItiU 
enjoy. Thefe reflexions natural^ 

raife 
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*aife our thoughts to the Great Giver 
of all good; and we cannot help ex- 
claiming, with the inspired Pfalmift* 
** Praife the Lord, oh! my foul, and 
Forget not all his' benefits." 

In Solitude we fee things as they 

%-eally are; and thofe who would with 

X^o be happy, as they advance in life* 

Should accuftom themfelves to love 

Retirement, and encourage medita* 

"^ion: for, as fome author fweetly 

^expreffes* " Meditation is the life 

of virtue, as virtue is the life of the 

foul: it is the condufit by which a 

happy and delightful communication 

is maintained between God and the 

foul, through which the ardour, the 

praifes and adoration of the foul 

fcfcend to God : it is the exercife of 

the 
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the foul, and preferves it vigorous arid 
healthful 3 without which it would 
foon become heavy and languid, void 
of pleafure, and weary of its own be- 
ing: and this uneafinefs would oblige 
it to feek its fatisfa&ion in vain and 
trifling entertainments, and debafe it 
at laft even to folly and vice." 

By communing often with our own 
hearts, we fhall acquire a fund of 
happinefs within, whether we are 
fituated in the cheerful haunts of fo- 
ciety, or the retired cottage; amidfi 
the gay fcenes of a bufy city, or the 
tranquil pleafures of a rural village. 

Time, the moft precious of all 
things, will not hang heavy on oui 
hands; for minds thus difpofed will 
poffefs a continual fource of intern' 

amufem< 



■P 
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amufement, that will be totally inde- 
pendent of external circumftances; 
and I am truly convinced we fhould all 
be happier, if we oftener permitted 
refle&ion to recal to our remembrance 
the opportunities we have loft of 
praftifing our Chriftian duties, in the 
different fituations a Divine Provi- 
dence has appointed us to appear in. 

When youth and pleafure gild the fmiling morn, 
And fancy (batters rofes all around, 
What blifsful vifions rife ! In profpecl bright 
Awhile they charm the foul; but fcarce attained, 
The gay delufion fades.— 

Mifs Bowdler's Poems. 

Youth is the feafon to fow the 
keds of future happinefs. By ac- 
^ u iring proper habits early, we fhould 
n °t be comfortable were we to live 

inconfiftent 
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inconfiftent with that innocence 8 
propriety we had firft fet out in 1 
with. Young people may prope 
enjoy every innocent diverfion tl 
falls in their way; but then, I wo 1 
guard them againft making pleafi 
the fole bufinefs of their lives, fii 
all amufements fhould be confide] 
only as fecondary things in their p 
grefs through life. 

I cannot fo well explain wha 
mean, is by giving you an account 
two ladies, whofe different cond 
will more forcibly prove the propri 
of what I have already advanced. 

Jake and Mary were the dauj 
ters of an opulent citizen, whofe w 
was a fenfible, well-informed worn 
and took great pains to render 1 

daught 



I 
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at 
& 

* 

ha 

uk 

'it 



tcrs worthy members of fociety . 
Jane was early in life addreffed by 
the fellow of a college : fhe was not 
fo handfome as her fitter, but attend- 
ed to her good mother's inftru&ions; 
tod though pleafed with any amufe- 
toent (he could properly enjoy, yet 
foe never fuffered pleafure to fuper- 
fede employments that tended to im- 
prove her mind, or render her ufeful 
to the domefiic affairs of the family. 
Marv, on the other hand, thought 
Pleafure the only proper purfuit of 
youth; that to think was abfurd; and 
*• fhe poffeffed beauty and accom- 
PUfhments, fhe did not doubt but 
*Hc fhould always be happy. This 
*Houghtlefs girl became a wife at 
*>*renty to a man of bufinefs, whofe 

fortune, 
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fortune, amounting to fome thoiL— 
fands, he fettled on her. He was zxz 
honeft, induftrious man, but I flioul^ 
fuppofe rather a weak one; for whe:M 
he was attending his bufinefs, he fu^ 
fered his wife to be paying mornin_ j 
vifits, making parties for quadrille L" 
the evening, and fpending her whoX- 
time in the purfuit of pleafure. Ma^ 
continued a wife for ten years, bmJi 
fortunately never was a mother; wh&n 
her hulband died, and left her as 
thoughtlefs and as diffipated at thirty 
as he had found her at twenty. As 
foon as her weeds were thrown afield 
flie began to live in a ftile of lift 
quite inconfiftent with her income 
and by the jime (he was fifty had ex- 
pended every {hilling flie was worth 

in 
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in the world. She had carefully avoid- 
ed Solitude, but was now reduced to 
tt through neceffity. Refleftion came 
\ too late; and, in order to ftifle re- 
niorfe, flie gave herfelf up to the 
horrid vice of drinking: being intoxi- 
cated one night, fhe fet her clothes 
on fire, and. was fo dreadfully burnt, 
that fhe furvived but a few hours. 

Jane had fupported her fome years 
previous to her diftrefling exit. This 
Worthy woman was married, after a 
twenty years courtfhip, to the ob- 
je& of her youthful attachment, with 
whom fhe lived many years in connu- 
bial happinefs and domeftic tjlifs. On 
her being left a widow, fhe refided 
a * Bath; and early in life I was often 
^Voured with her converfation, and 

frequently 
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frequently refleft with pleafure 01 
the precepts (he gave me, the exem 
plary life fhe led, and the happy ei 
fhe made at a very advanced peri 
of life. 

But grant the virtues of a temperate prime, 
Bleft with an age exempt from (corn or crime ^ - 
An age that mehs with unperceiv'd decay, 
And glides in modeft innocence away; 
Whofe peaceful day benevolence endears, 
Whofe night congratulating confcienof^cheerss" 
The general favourite, as the general friend, 
Such age there is, and who ihall wifh its end* 

Johnson's Vanity of Human W\ftx** 

Had this fenfible moralift knoM^* 
,the widowed Jane, it might have bed* 
fuppofed, that in the preceding line* 
he had her charafter and fituation H* 
his view. This worthy woman be* 

ing fenfible of her approaching death* 

waited 
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then feel and improve' thofe 
which we poffefs, in order t 
them; and for this reafon, as 
many others, it may be highh 
to all, to be fometimes accuftc 
folitude; efpecially in the ea: 
of life, while the mind enjoys 
vigour, and the fpirits are not 
by ficknefs and affli&ions: tl 
then find the refources whij 
poffefs, and learn that it is pol 
amufe and improve themfelve 

Ian), 
moft affeftionately yo 

HON 
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Who carelefs ftill their time employ ' 
With folly's thoughtlefs train. 

Strangers to every heartfelt joy 
That 'a found on Wifdom's plain. 

May Happinefs and Virtue wait 

On you propitious ftill. 
To bufy life's remotcft date, 

And Delia keep from ill. 

Then when old age and death appear, 
Sweet peace lhall clofe your eyes; 

Eternal Happinefs you'll (hare* 
Secure, beyond the ikies. 



And fo, my dear Delia ! y 
me to point out the moft liki 
to Happinefs; and, if agree 
your idea of that darling wif 
you will endeavour to purf 
way in it through life, and 1 
any other. 
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With refpefit to trifles, we often 
differ in our opinion of what is moft 
n ^ceffary to render us happy $ but I 
think there is but one effential road 
^at can poflibly lead to happinefs. 

The ambitious may think they pot- 
^fs happinefs, by gaining titles, 
Places, and penfions. The avari- 
r *ous y by adding, thoufands to thou- 
^nds. But thefe grafp at the (hadow, 
a .nd lofe the fubftance — if the former 
a **e not forcibly impreffed with a be- 
lief that the greateft muft one day 
be accountable beings to One greater 
than themfelves, and if the latter do 
n ot daily praftife the di£iates of pity, 
benevolence, and generofity* 

The fcholar, the philofopher, and 

*he poet, I fhould fuppofe, poffefs 

h 2 the 
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the requifites to attain happinefs; T> ^ 
when the pride of degenerate fr^ 
man dares to oppofe their wifdoin i 
that " which cometh from above, 
by applying their fuperior talents t: 
fubvert, degrade, and deny, thofe f& 
cred truths that conftitute the haf 
pinefs of the humble Chriftian, th^*- 
wifdom then becomes foolifhnefs *** 
the eyes of Him who alone can 1>^ - 
(low that internal peace, which is tl"* e 
fource of external happinefs. 

One of our dramatic poets* tel' s 
us " Angels are happier than ma** 
kind, becaufe they are better/' Ho** 
fooliflily then do many of us complain 
of the want of happinefs, when vr* 
continually avoid the only path that 

• Rowsi 
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U be moft likely to lead us to it. 
fathers feek for happinefs only in 
durable purfuits, where a negle& 
bufinefs may foon bring an inno- 
it family to poverty and affli£tion: 
»uld mothers forget to pra£tife 
>fe pleafmg and important employ- 
nts peculiar to their fex, and fol- 
7 happinefs under the form of dif- 
ition: if children facrifke filial du- 
s, to purchafe imaginary happinefs 
the fhrine of pleafure : or the clerk, 
prentice, or domeftic, forget the 
ft repofed in them, and purfue hap- 
lefs amidft fleeting amufements, at 
f expence of their integrity: — all 
:fe will one day be painfully con- 
ced that, inftead of enjoying hap- 
lefs, they have been'pra&ifing folly 

1 vice * « Without 
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" Without frugality none can t 
rich; and with it, few would be poor 

This is a nioft excellent maxin 
and were the praftice of it more ft 
quent, we fliould not fee fo many u 
happy ones in this flu&uating worl 
But when the thoughtlefs and exti 
vagant have fo far exceeded th< 
circumftances, as almoft to fee alan 
ing poverty at their door, inftead 
retrieving pall imprudence by j 
fent frugality, and refolutely avoid 
thofe indulgences that have in a g 
meafure occafioned their pecui 
diftreffes, they perfift in the ad 
road to happinefs, 'till abfolute 
and dependance convince then 
have miftaken the way. For, a 
elegant female writer juftly ot 
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f< The placid fatisfaftion, the quiet 
flumbers, of thofe people, who in- 
flexibly meafure their expences, and 
confine their defires within the circle 
of their yearly revenue, (whatever it 
is) is as impoflible to defcribe, as the 
dreadful confequences and refle&ions 
muft be from a contrary condu£L" 
' The fountain of content muft 

* fpring up in our own minds: he 
€ who has fo little knowledge of hu- 
' man nature, as to feek happinefs by 
f changing any thing but his own dif- 
c pofitions, will wafte his life in fruits 
4 lefs efforts, and multiply the griefs 

* hepurpofes to remove.'* 

Our happinefs, though frequently 
interrupted by others, is as often de- 
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ftroycd 
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ftroyed by our own improper con- 
duft; for if we fuffer envy, refent- 
ment, or pride, to reign in our hearts, 
we cannot erljoy happinefs even in a 
profperous date; for envy will embit- 
ter every bleffing we really enjoy, and 
render us miferably anxious to ac- 
quire thofe we envy others the pof- 
feffion of. 

Refentment will naturally arife in 
every breaft on receiving injury; but 
if we would be happy, we muft en- 
deavour to eradicate all refentment 
from>our minds: for though, I appre- 
hend, our Chriftian profeffion does 
not require we fliould aflbciate with 
thofe who have endeavoured to de- 
ftroy our happinefs, yet, if in our 
power to add to their's, it is ourin- 

difpenfable 
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difpenfable duty to embrace every op- 
portunity to prove we forgive, though 
it may not be always in our power to 
forget, the mifery their mifconduft 
has occafioned us. 

Should pride diffufe its baneful in- 
fluence in our hearts, there can be no 
lafting happinefs for us; we fliall then 
fancy every gift a benevolent Crfeator 
has bellowed no more than we de- 
ferve; and this impious idea will of 
courfe entirely exclude the delightful 
fenfations of gratitude to the Foun- 
tain of all good. 

The great Difpofer of us all often 

4eads us to happinefs by means that 

may appear to our weak forefight as 

deftru&ive of it; but which, we may 

reft allured, will certainly terminate 

in 
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in our felicity, if we have patience 
wait the event. The fame Almigb>/ 
Power reftrains us, no doubt, from 
the poffeffion of many things which 
our blindnefs is apt to think would 
render us happy; but probably, were 
we permitted to enjoy them, would 
entirely deftroy that portion of hap- 
pinefs already within our reach. 

To dojujlice, love mercy, and to walH 
humbly with our God, appears to me 
the moft certain road to happinefs. . 
If we pradtife the firft, we fhall fulfil 
one of the firft duties of Chriftianity 
the being adorned by the fecond, will 
render us the dutiful children of thafl 
Almighty Being who delights in a£H 
of mercy; and to walk humbly wit-T 
our God, will prove to all the worL 
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^'e are real difciples of a divine Re- 
deemer, on whofe fuperior righteou£ 
**efs we rely for happinefs, temporal 
^nd eternal. 

This laft great truth being forcibly 
irnpreffed on our minds, will not in 
*lie leaft prevent our conftant endea- 
vour to arrive at the height of Chrifc 
t: ian reftitude ; but its companionate 
influence will fpeak peace to our 
Tiearts, when we refleft on the imper- 
f e£lion of our devotions, the inftabi- 
Jity of our good intentions, the vanity 
of our beft aftions, and the daily 
apoftacy of every Chriftian from that 
purity of life which the good admire 
and long to pra&ife, but find them- 
felves unequal to while inclofed in a 
mortal frame* 

Religion 
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Religion then muft be the fourcc 
and perfe&ion of real happinefs; or, 
as Dr. Young fays, 

" Religion! thou the foul of happinefs!" 

Her precepts will infallibly lead us to 
that which will be innocent and lad- 
ing; and will render us cheerful and 
content in whatever fituation a Divine 
Providence fhall fee fit to place us. 

May you, my young friend, be one 
of the happieft among the happy. 

** May each fucceeding year ftill find thee bleft, 
" Cheerful thy heart, and innocent thy breaft; 
" Free from each paflion that may peace annoy, 
" Or ought that may thy happinefs deftroy." 

HONORIA. 



LETTER X. 



ON CONTENTMENT. 



Contentment walks the funny glade, and feels 
An inward blife fpring o'er his mind. 

Th o m son 's Seafons. 



i. 



HE above lines, my dear Delia, 

^^curring to my remembrance, I (hall 

*>iake Contentment the fubjeft of this 

Spittle; the poffeffion of which has 

V)een my firft wifh from the earlieft 

period of my life. 

Youthful minds in general polfefs 
a large portion of affeftion for thofe 
whom the ties of nature or friendly 

attachment 
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attachment have rendered dear, 
that they are apt to be too feelin t5 ^^ 
alive to every circumftance that ^^^. 
fe£ts the content of thofe they lo^*^ 
or interrupts their own; but as tti^~=? 
advance in life, they often experien^^ 
how wrong it was to repine at wh ^ 
they could neither prevent or remed J^L 
and alfo how very inconfiftent vvi *h 
their Chriftian profeffion to be too C~*> m 
licitous concerning the things of XxtM^ 
and fenfe. Yet, notwithstanding v*^e 
are fo truly convinced of the abft—* r ~ 
dity of fuch a conduft, many pafs^ a 
great part of their lives a too freque *** 
prey to internal difcontent, fuppofi** 3 ^ 
they poffeffed fufficient fortitude *° 
appear to the world contented* 

A 5 
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As we do not, at our firft fetting 
t in life, properly confider thefe 
ings, I write now with a view to 
it my youthful friend in a way to 
-ape the ills attendant on difcon- 
nt. Without Contentment, the beft 
edition in life will not make us 
ippy; and with it, the moft unh- 
ealing one cannot render us mifer- 
)le. As the wife man juftly ob- 
rves, " A contented mind is a con- 
lual feaftj" that happy mortal who 
)fTeffes fuch a treafure fees things 
they really are, fenfible that this 
efent ftate is a mixture of good and 
il: the votary of Contentment re- 
ives the viciffitudes of life, fo as 
either to be too much elated with 
ofperity, or improperly depreffed 

by 
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byadverfity; and if in the poffeffion 
of fuch but a very few cordial drops 
of happinefs are depofited, thefe, pn* 
perly applied, will beftow a refigned 
and cheerful mind in every fituation; 
for, as fome female writer exprefleSj 
" Contentment is often the peculiar 
" gift of the Almighty, for a thankful 
" acquiefcencc to the will of heaven 
" under all its difpenfations.*' 

In every fcene Contentment's placid eye 
Something to pleafe the fmiling fancy feet, 

Draws pleafure from a feather or a fly, 
Joys in a flower, or triumphs in a breeze* 

Pindar's Poems. 

Thofe who are yet moft pleafecJ 
with innocent trifles, and can with fa-^ 
cility partake of the joys and fatisfac^ 
tions of others, will poffefs a fund of 

contentment: 
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contentment that will frequently elate 
their hearts with pleafurc, though 
their content does not proceed from 
enjoying the means of happinefs thera- 
felves, but in cultivating that bene- 
volent fenfibility which enables them 

to participate in the profperity of 

others. 

Xrora labour, health; from healthy Contentment 

fprings; 
Contentment opet the fource of every joy. 

Beattie's Minstrel. 

I entirely agree in fentiment with 
^=*is charming poet, and often ob- 
^rve that indolence will caufe dif- 
• intent ; whereas thofe who are moft 
^^tive are in general the moft con- 
^^ented. Indolent perfons, if poffeffed 
^f any underftanding, cannot be happy 
1 when 
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when they refleft howinpjany 
months, and years, they have 
in idlensfs. and folly, ; . * As; the I 
is tpajqftfen;produ£tiMerof th^ : 
^notheripr^ventativeof difiatisi 
in the early part of life wou 
were .young people often admq 
not to fuffer difagreeable trifles 
temiptrr their contents tt*ey ,.. 
then learn to bear with jenore 
tude real troubles as they adva 
life; but being accuftomed; fr 
fancy, to ; have their live? mi 
agreeable 4 as poffiblej theyMf 
bear, that their tranquillity flb^i 
interrupted as they grow older 
that I would have^J#foen &$ 
happy on, purpofe tQifeatbitu^tfc 
to: fenowaflUaion^ auMQ \W\ 



OUT C6NTBNTMENT. %l$ 

^dge of their youthful feelmgfc. By no 
means. Yet I think I fliouW not feel 
that ditoefs fome parents do, when 
they cannot indulge their children in 
^Veiyfcheme their youthful imagma- 
&on& may have formed. ; 

Thofe that derive th^ir content 
from a perfe& belief that unavoidable 
tiifappointments and affliftkms will in 
the end conduce to their real happi- 
ttefs, joined toi aconftant dependance 
ttti their heaveftly Father, will be mod 
likely to paft through things tempo- 
ral with comfort to themfelves, and 
; thefatisfa6Vk>tt of thofe theyfiffociate 

Siith.-" •■"■■ >'"■.'- ■ ■ ' •' ' : ' 

; i : If our > C6^€fotment • arife from a 

confirmed o^ittibti of the unerring wif- 

4om of Hi^<«ithout whofe permif- 

12 fion 
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fion a fparrow does i*bt fall t 
ground, we fliall foon be jfcyfull; 
vinced that our content h foi 
on a rock that no fituation can 
away^no event decreafe for any 1< 
of time. The being fatisfied wit 
lot, becaufe we truly believe it 
moft proper for us, will exclude 
emotion of envy; and is the gr< 
alleviation that difappoiftttnent 
affliftion can poffibly receive. 

Nor is Contentment only e 
cious in allaying the miferies o 
poor and unfortunate; it is a 1 
ing freely given to all. By tea 
the rich to think themfelves r 
renders them defirous of en 
others to partake of their abun< 
By convincing the happy that 
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are fo, it raifes their hearts with gra- 
titude to Him who has given them 
every blefling they poffefs. 

Contentment teaches us to expeft 
nothing more than we have, ^nd gives 
to every fituation all the pleafures it 
is capable of enjoying: 

And half the thought Content may gain, 

Which Spleen employs to purchtfc pain : 

Trace not the fair domeitic plan 

From what you would, but what you can; 

Blife ever differs in degree, 

Thy fhare alone was meant for thee. 

Lord Lyttleton. 

If every individual were to examine 
the fource of that difcontent which 
affe£ts many of us in our progrefs 
through life, we fhould generally find 
it proceeded more from fome defe£l 

in 



Il8 ON CONTENTMENT; 

in our own conduft than from any 
other caufe* 

VifitDoRiNDA the laft month be 
Fore her half year's jointure become^ > 
due, you will find her the pifture o^. 
cjifcontent. She overlooks every ble^s 
ing fhe poffeffes, without confiderin -m 
that her prefent difagreeables orig-j 
nate in her own imprudent condu£= 
by having been profufe in every pa=— z 
ticulai* during the firft months of h^si 
receiving her annual income. 

Flavia, on the other hand, is £o 
very parfimonious, that whenever you 
fee her, you are tired with continual 
complaints of the badnefs of Servants; 
the dearnefs of provifions, the number 
of poor-rates, the increafe of taies, 
and, in fhort, the numerous etceteras 

of 
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of expences attendant on hQttfe-klseph 
irig. Now we all know FhjnmAi\#$ 
eight hundred a year; and;, acfcefldifig 
t:o her own affertiori, Ihe ;fp^nid${ hyX\ 

Some are bleffed with every thing itQ 

x-ender life happy, and, yet*;by;eib 

c^uraging difcontent within<thekiowrt: 

lDofoms, theyLjdifturb the t. peace ,#£ 

thofe they refide witb, and dtfr£g£r4 

^very blefling; which a good) Prpvj-. 

dence has beftowed; while : Withers, 

"who cultivate contentment* are never 

unthankful to the great Giver of aji 

good for the :inofl: trifling advantages, 

though their lives fhould be m&rked 

with many* diftreffing occurrences 

If we feel asternal difcpate#t, with- 
out being able to fay what hajd* par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly happened to 6tfeaflon it, i 
(hall, on refleftion, generally find 
proceeds either from our owrt inn 
tention to the dictates of patience aj 
humility, or from 'an abfurd regret 
not poffefling thofe advantages we f 
others bleffed with. 

The following lines being agrc 
able to the prefent fubjeft, I w 
tranfcribe them for your perufah 

M One eve as pehiively I ftray M, 
" Where blooming nature froilM, 

" The fportive lambkins near me pUy'd, 
« Content my cares beguiT<L 

M The purling rill, the fhady grove, 

" Confpir'd to make me bleft j 
« And fweet Reflection, which I love, 

" Became a welcome gueft. 

w Ah! why, thought I, fhould trifling caret * 

** Our happinefs annoy? 
* Or why imaginary fears - 

u Blaft every bud of joy? 
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c « No trifling 4aret,(h0u)d: e/er, perpl^ • , : ^ i: .; , . , 
" The heart to good inclia'dj , ( . 

c * Or fears ideal ever Vex 

** The felf-approVing mind. • ' ;,/ ' i; -' ** 

"Though beauty be not ours, or wealth^ 

" Content we yet may be, 
« « If fweet Humility and Health 

** From envy fet us free. 

*< Nay, fliould our cheek with fiqknefe fede, 

" And pain attend us here, 
mt Bleft Refignation's friendly aid 

" Will ftop the pining tear. 

*' Though circumfcrib'd our power to blcft ' 

" Thofe we cfteem and love, 
* c Yet friendihip ftfll will us careft, 

" And each kind wifli approve. 

* € The wifh to blefs, the hand to fhow'r, 

" Befpeak a gen'rous mind; 
Ci But heaven oft withholds the pow'r, 

" For reafons wife and kind. 

** Should Charity, that heav'n-born maid, 

« Be our attendant ftill, 
*« We cannot want gay fortune's aid 

u With peace our minds to fill. 
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«« Then Hope, that points beyond the iky, 
" Will finooth the bed of death ; 

•*< With angels mount us up on high, 
« And blefs our parting breath," 

HONOR 




LETTER XL 



MATILDA S HISTORY. 



*Tis to ourfelves, my child, we chiefly owe 
The multitude of poignant griefs we feel: 
As in my tale ; afflictions oft proceed 
From falfhood and diflionefty in man; 
Prom hafte and want of prudence in ourfelves. 






i Have already, my dear Delia, 
Earned you agsftnfl: encouraging the 
^ddreffes of any lover without the 
knowledge and permiflion of your 
parents ; affuring you it was a breach 
of duty that feldom paffed unpunifh- 
^dj as I had known many inftances 

where 
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where clandeftine court&ips had 
ed in unhappy marriages. 

Young girls are not always caj 
of judging of the merit of thefe 
make them an offer of marr 
therefore, though I do not defir< 
woman, to marry &. row fl*e « 
love, I would yet wifh her to a 
giving encouragement even to 
her heart approves, 'till authorifi 
parental approbation. 

I am led into thefe refleftioE 
returning from a vifitto a, lady, 
favoured me with the follow^ 
tory. 

Matilda was the daughtt 
one of thofe brave officers that i 
defence of their country durin 
late war. As a penfion wa$ the 
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ofheriaotiier'&fupport, 4 gentleman 
^ho had married Matilda's aunt re- 
ceived he* into his family, where fhe 
^rtjoyed every advantage that afflu- 
ence tould beftow, or affe&ion con- 
fer. At the age of nineteen ftie at- 
fraQed ttoe notice of a young officer, 
"^ho was with his regiment at the 
*Gwn Matilda refided in; fhe per- 
mitted his addreffes, and her aunt's 
*Haid was the only perfon who knew 
of her having a lover : in a few months 
he removed with his regiment to a 
diftant part of England, after an ex- 
change of many vows of love and 
conftancy, accompanied with that of 
their pi&ures. 

Matilda from this period was 
greatly altered, the rofes forfook her 

cheeks, 
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cheeks, and peace wa§ aftrangef to 
her once tranquil bofom. While fhr ^ 

frequently faw her lover, fhe was in 

fenfible to the diftates of prudenc^^ 
and delicacy; but when his abfena^S 
afforded her time for refle&ion, fh^s^ 
felt moft fenfibly how very improper!) 
flie had a&ed, by admitting the ad 
dreffes of a man whofe principles flu 
was quite unacquainted with, ur 
known to her kind parent and 
nerous relations. 

Several months had eiapfed, a f 
received no account of a man t 
her fufceptible heart was fo 
attached. One morning, as 
reading a news-paper, it fell f 
hand : infenfibility fucceed 
veral minutes 5 a dangerou 
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nefs enfued; and fhe continued in the 
mod imminent danger for fonie time. 
When it pleafed the Almighty to en- 
able her to quit her room, fhe then 
took up again the news-paper, which 
informed her of her lover's marriage 
with a rich lady, much older than 
himfelf ; and alfo advanced, that a 
propenfity to gaming had obliged him 
to fell his commiffion, and moft pro- 
bably to marry for a fubfiftence. 

This account of a man her youth- 
ful imagination had often reprefented 
as poffefling every virtue, as his man- 
nets and perfon difplayed every grace, 
•was too much for fenfibility like Ma- 
. tilda's to fupport: but (he was 
now endeavouring to forget him, and 
though not reftored to her former 

cheerfulnefs, 
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cheerfulnefs, or bloom, appeared t= <o 
more advantage than fhe had for {oa^^e 

months. 

A year had now palled away, armd 
the lenient hand of time feemed r«- 
ftoring Matilda to her former tran- 
quillity ; when being at the play 0M3£ 
night, foon after (he was feated an 
the box, his name (which (he cov*3d 
never hear without emotion) y&~& 
announced, and immediately he &-& 
peared. 

This unfortunate fair one had p*T&- 
fence of mind to fit during the pl»7 
at the end of which ftie begged H< 
uncle would take her home- As (Jj 
pa(Ted the crowd in the lobby, a le< 
ter was put into her hand, the cop 
tents of which were, to beg lhe woid 
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favour hfrii with an interview, for 
that he was the moft miferable of all 
human beings, being deprived of her 
Whom his foul doated on. 

The tender-hearted Matilda 
ifopt many tears on reading this 
bathetic epiftle, but not thinking it 
irtident to fend an anfwer, only difc 
matched her aunt's maid with his 
}i£ture, and a meffage importing 
:hat he muft return her's. - He wrote 
i fecond letter to inform her that her 
beloved refemblance was depofited 
next his heart, that he never would 
part with it while life remained; and 
that he was now going to join the 
army on the Continent, where he 
hoped an honourable death would 
k foon 
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-foon put an end to the miferies of a 
man, who never did, nor ever could, 
love any woman but her charming 
felf. 

On the receipt of this, poor Ma- 
tilda took to her bed, where (he 
lingered a fortnight, and then re- 
signed her breath into the hands of 
Him who gave it 5 leaving an order 
with her confidante to inform her 
relations of her unfortunate attach- 
ment, when releafed from a world, 
the longer continuance in which her 
own indifcretion had rendered fo 
afflifting. 

I (hall leave you, "my dear Delia, 
to make your own comments on this 
■true and interefting ftoryj and Aall 

have 
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have great pleafure fhould it prove a 
warning to every deferving youthful 
fair one to avoid the vexations and 
mifery of a clandeftine courtfliip. 

I am, 
moft affectionately yours, 

HONORIA. 



in r:uvi 



*r. ;r: 
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LETTER XIT. 



ON RESIGNATION, 



To be refign'd, when ills betide, 
Patient, when favours are denyM, 

And pleas'd with favours given; 
Dear Delia, this is wifdom's part, 
This is that incenfe of the heart, 

Whole fragrance fmelis to heav'n. 

Dr. Cotton's Firc-SM**, 



JL OU very juftly fuppofe, my dear 
15eli a, that Refignation muft be the 
foundation of true fortitude; though 
\ve often fee inft&nces of fortitude 
\ehere there is a total want of Chrif- 
tian Refignation. 

Some 
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Some will poffefs great prefehce of 
mind in cafes of extremity; and yet, 
when affliftioh or difappointnieiit, 
infults or injuries, affe£t their tran- 
quillity, they will behave in a moft 
impatient and improper manner; not 
confidering,, that as Chriftians, they 
mull expedt thefe things as part of 
their portion during their abode- on 
earth. - - 

The truly refigned are not fo from 
want of fenfibility, but from a belief 
that all affli&ions will in the end (if 
not occafioned by their own impro- 
per conduft) conduce to their happi; 
nefs, if not in this world, . in that 
which is to come; and even whe$ 
our own indifcr^tions have cau&4 
us to feel adverfity. „„*...; 

Where 
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Where fortitude proceeds from re- 
fignation, it will be accompanied 
with an humble conviftion that we 
have no one to blame but ourfelves* 
and confequently, after convi&ion* 
will follow repentance. Re&itude of 
conduft, and peace of mind, will 
foon fucceed; and an humble and 
affured dependance on divine grace 
and affiftance will prevent any future 
ills of our own creating. Should un- 
avoidable affli&ions then attend us, 
true fortitude will enable us to fup- 
port every trial as Chriftians. 

The good man has his clouds that intervene, 
Clouds that obfeure his fublunary day, — 
But never conquer; ev'n the beft muft own. 
Patience and refignation are the pillars 
Qf human peace on earth. 

Young's Nigbt-Tbougbu* 

{ Happinefs 



Happinefe is- wha* we are/ aft ^ 
purfuitof, and inifcry, in * fome c^w 
gree, is every where to be found; Ife^* 
if we cultivate humility, and pra&tfe 
reftgnation, we may* almoft in any*, 
fituation, acquire an internal fatisfao: 
tion that is infinitely fujfcerior to a«p 
externa] profperity, unaccompanied \ 
by that peace which the* refignetl 
Chriftian experiences, wfho firmly be* 
lieves that the all-gracious Being,; 
who has feen fit to inflifi* will mofcj' 
affiiredly enable us to fuppott hi& fe-^ * 
therly corrections. : .*. 

True Chriftian fortitude; proceeds * 
from thofe hearts that are afib&ion- : ) 
ately devoted to their heavenly Fa*.!. 1 
ther, whofe will they can. ifiibmit tov 
even in the greateft trials* • .; K ,j ; 

Should 



Should it pleafe the Great Dif- 
pofer, " in whofe hands are the 
iflues of life and death," to deprive 
fome of their neareft and deaf eft con- 
nexions; to reduce others by loffes, 
injuries, or disappointments, from 
a ftate of affluence to one of de- 
pendance: — Should ficknefs fade the 
cheeks, or difeafe debilitate the per- 
fons of any who are refigned Chrif- 
tians, they will have fortitude not 
onljr to fupport themfelves, but alfo ' 
be enabled, by Him on whom they 
depend, refolutely to pra&ife every 
xluty their refpeftive fituatioas may 
call forth into a&ion. And when 
the time approaches that all their 
trials are drawing to ar conclufion, 
liow ttelighted will thcffe, who have 

behaved 
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behaved with refignation arid fo^/ 
tude during their earthly pilgr&a- 
age, look forward, when on the brink 
of the grave, to a heavenly country, 
where all tears will be wiped from 
their eyes, and thofe affli&ive fcene^ 
which appeared then fevere, will^. 
upon recolle&ion, occafion unfpeak — 
able joy; while all the trifling plea-— 
fures of this world will be entirely 
forgotten. 

The following quotation from a 
late moft excellent publication* is fo 
applicable to the fubje£l I am treat- 
ing of, that I will tranfcribe it for your 
perufal. 

" But when this corruptible (hall 
have put on incorruption, when this 

• Eflay on the Happinefs of the Life to Come. 



mortal (hall have put on immortality, 
we (hall be freed from all infiftnitfes. 
Sicknefs and pain (hall no more dif- 
turb our mod ufeful occupations, our 
moft innocent pleafures. Our fenfes, 
being perfected to a degree of which 
we can at prefent form no idea, will 
convey to the foul an endlefe variety 
bf delightful impreffions*. In the en- 
joyment of eternal youth and health, 
with our faculties and taftes in a ftate 
of continual improvement, Our plea- 
fures and our virtues will be con- 
tinually increafing. Our purfuit of 
knowledge will no longer be attended 
with wearinefs or difguft; our virtues 
will no more be mixed with imper- 
fection, nor oiir pleafures end in grief 
and disappointment." 

Who 
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Who findtiiot Providence- all good and wife, 
Alike in what it gives, and what denies ? 

Pops. 

It is impoffibte for any dependant 
being to be happy in this world, 
without an entire traft and confi- 
dence in God — "in whom we live, 
move, and have our being." When 
we have attained this divine duty or 
refignation to the will of our Creator 
and Redeemer, we (hall foon be 
cheerfully refigned to all the difpen- 
fations of his providence. Whether 
it (hall blefs with the funfhine of prof- 
perity, or permit the clouds of adver- 
fity to caft a gloom over our natural 
cheerfulnefs, the delightful reflection 
that we are continually under his im- 
mediate care and dire&ion, will in- 

creafe 
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creafe every bleffing, and ieffen every 
ill, during our mortal ftate. 

We were the happieft pair of human kind: 
. The rolling year its vtriout courfe pcrfonn't* 
. And back return'd again: 
Another, and another, finiling came, 
And faw our happinefs unchanged remain: 
Still in her golden chain 
Harmonious Concord did our wityes binds 
Our ftudies, plcafures, tafte, the fame. 

fatal, fataffcroke! 

-' That all this plealmg fabrick love nadrait'ii 
Of rarp felicity, 

On which.e'en. wanton vice with envy gazM, 
And every fcheme of blifs our hearts had form'd, 
With toothing hope, for many a future day, 
-In one lad moment broke. 

; Lord Lyttliton's Manojj* 

1 think you will be pleafed witfc 
the following hiftoryr — 

Dorimond had fpent the early 
part of life in what is called the gay 

world: 
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world: when he was near thirty^ ^ 
retired with a moft amiable wife ^^ 
one child into the country, wher^ /, e 
paffed twelve years in all that peace 
and connubial felicity attendant on 
a happy marriage. His bloomings 
daughter Serena live£ 'till this pe- 
riod in as peife£t felicity as is con- 
fident with a ftate of mortality, when 
it pleafed the Great Difpofer to de- 
prive her of a moft excellent mother. 
Her father was a fenfible, a brave, 
and was efteemed a good man; and 
yet, when he experienced this trial, 
he plainly fhewed that he wanted the 
pure fource of true fortitude — Chrif- 
tian refignation. Inftead of meekly 
bowing to the throne of Omnipo- 
tence on this trying occafion, he be* 

came 
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came peeviih, haughty, and unsoci- 
able; and though he doated on his 
daughter, yet his want of refignation 
made him fometimes treat her with 
apparent feverity. 

Serena dearly loved her father; 
and in the hope he would foon acquire 
that refignation, which (young as flie 
was) fhe knew could only reconcile 
them to this heavy affliftion, (lie was 
continually oil her knees fupplicating 
the Almighty in his behalf. 

A year had paffed without making 
any alteration in the conduft of the 
parent, or abating the piety of the 
child ; when one night, after being a 
painful witnefs of her father's want 
of Chriftian fortitude during the pre- 
ceding day, fhe wrote the following 

ADDRESS 
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ADDRESS 
TO RESIGNATION. 



Come, Refignation ! meek-eyM maid, 

To me thy aid impart, 
If bleft with thy all-foothing aid, 

Sweet peace fhall fill my heart. 

Though fad affliction mould afiul 
. This mortal frame of mine, 
While thy mild influence fhall prevail. 
My heart will not repine. 

Though various ills fhouid me torment* 

And difappointment grieve. 
Thy bleft inftruclions fhew 'twas fent 

To teach me how to live. 

Refign'd to heaven's almighty will* 
While life's fwift race I run, 

Oh ! grant I may continue ftfll 
To fay-* God's *nti be don?/ 

Mela* 
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Melanthe was a worthy woman, 
and Qeighbour to Serena. She 
called on her in the morning to take 
a walk, and finding the fleeping in- 
nocent with her poem on the pillow, 
it occurred to her that it might be pro- 
duftive of good. She w6nt with it 
in her hand to Serena's father, and 
wiping a tear which fhe wifiied not 
to reprefe, gave it to him, faying, " If, 
Dorimond, you can read this, and 
yet aft contrary to the diftates of re- 
fignation, I give you up as incorri- 
gible to every amiable fenfation; you 
muft be infenfible" 

Dorimond received his daughter 

at breakfaft in the moft affeftionate 

manner, begged lhe would give her 

innocent mufe every poffible encou- 

l ragement 
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ragement, and then affured her 
(hould be his conftant endeavour 
imitate, in his future condu&, 1 
fentiments of the following m 
charming poet. 

YET, O my foul! thy rifing murmurs ftay; 
Nor dare th' All-wife Difpoler to arraign, 

Or againft his fupreroe decree 

With impious grief complain* 
That all thy full-blown joys at once Ihonld M 
Wat his moft righteous will, and be that w 

©beyM! 
Would thy fond love his grace to her controul 
And, in thefe |ow abodes of fin and pain, 

Her pure exalted foul, 
Unjuftly, for thy partial good, detain? 
No— rather ftrive thy grovelling mind to raifc 

Up to that unclouded blaze ; 
That heavenly radiance of eternal light, 
In which enthron'd, flic now with pky lees 
flow frail, how infecure, how flight, 
Is every mortal blifs. 

Lord L.YTTL2TOJH 9 J MonoJ; 

w 
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We all, fometime or other, feel, 
rom the lofs of thofe we love, the 
motions of forrow; and far be it from 
ne to take from real grief its luxury 
►f woe. They muft want Chriftivi 
enfibility, I fhould fuppofe, who wifli 
o deprive the htiman heart <# tftbfe 
enfations th^trexwj^r it ^£t{k, and 
:annot be incompatible with the re- 
ijSjfori of our dftiite Mate, Who l hfin- 
el'f condefcended to weep Apr his de- 
:eafed friend Lazarus. . :« :. - v n 

What I would beg leave to febrtn- 
nend is, not a ft'oical infertility ta 

/ •'•'.« ;-'■■■ ■'.■i:-.nU 

he lofles we are all fubje&J;oj }>ut, 
ifter our human feelings- have been 
)roper!y indulged, that we wchild 
)ermit a refigned wiB to the diipein- 
l z - , . r Cations 
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fatkras of the Almighty to take plac 
of unavailing forrow. 

Art thou dejected ? is thy mind ofacaft ? 
Go, fix fomc weighty truth ; 
' Chain down fomc pafllon, do fomc gerfrotu go#d; 
Teach ignorance to fee* or grief to finite 1 
Correct thy mind, befriend thy grcatcilfoc, 
Or with warm heart, and confidence divine, 
Spring up and lay ftrong hold on Him 
Who made thee- 

Young's Nigbt-TbougbUn • 

They who have pafled a great part 
of their lives without feeling the feli- 
city that awaits a religious mode of 
conduft, when they do feel them- 
felves difpofed, could not, I ftiould 
fuppofe, do better than follow the 
advice contained in the preceding 
moft charming lines. 

DejeftioD 
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Deje&ion will fometimes afFe& the 
beft of Chriftians; and they eannot 
help exclaiming, with the infpired 
Pfalmift, " Why art thou fo full of 
heavinefs, oh my foul! and why £rt 
thou fo difquieted within me?" But 
as their truft is in the Father of mer- 
cies and God of all confolation* He 
will not fail to give them comfort in 
the hour of defpohdency : for melan- 
choly leaves the heart when Chriftian 
refignation enters; her divine affift- 
ance will enable them to fmile in the 
agony of pain, to rejoice in the day 
of adverfity, and to believe in that 
bleffed Word, which affures them that 
" Every thing (hall work together for 
good to thofe that fear the Lord; and 

by 
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by patience and long-fuffering jg, 
for glory and immortality/* 

Adieu! my young friend, and 1^ 
member, — 

Should fortune frown, and adverfe be thy fate> 
Bleft Rcfignation w31 its (tings abate ; 
Though keen affliction cloud each palling hour, 
Yet cherilh ftill fair hope's expanding flower, 
That points to joys the patient will approve 
In the bright regions of the Weft above. 

HONORIA. 




fir:;-'*: 
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